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Hi Everyone - I am very pleased to report that we had an excellent day of workshops at The
Conservatory on Sunday 14th March 2010 despite being down on numbers as our meeting
coincided with Mothering Sunday and many of our regulars could not disappoint either
mothers or children.
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The jewellers (and some miniaturists) made scale canes and dragons, (for Harry Potter themed
miniature projects) with Bonnie McGough, whilst the miniaturists completed a Mother’s Day
tray including grapefruit, croisant, butter and preserves, a cup of coffee and flowers for a
bud vase  with Pat Goodall McIntosh.
We were delighted to welcome back Maria and Aphrodite, making a return visit to us from
Cyprus. So let it no longer be said that Lichfield is too far to travel to! Maria co-ordinates the
Cypriot equivalent of our Guild here.

Dragon by Janice Cooper

The weekend of March 27/28 saw the Guild rep-
resented at Miniatura once again. Midlands mem-
bers - Allan Marshall, myself and Pat Goodall
McIntosh manned the stand, together with Chair-
man Philippa Todd liasing with the public and giving
workshops throughout the day.

Mother’s Day tray by Tina Stockdale

We meet again on Sunday 9th May with
workshops for miniaturists making Ital-
ian food to include pastas, pizzas and
meatballs and sauces with Pat Goodall
McIntosh and semi precious faux tech-
niques with Bonnie McGough. So -  please
check your diaries and our programme to
see whether you can join us then or later
in the year.
For further information or booking
forms,  please contact me :- Gaynor
Fryer

Email –
gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net

Phone - 01543 264997



Midland Region 6th February Meeting – from Sheila Smith, a new member.

 Having read the Midlands Group own page on this site, I plucked up courage to e-mail
Gaynor Fryer the group organiser. I have been involved with various groups over the years
and found it can be quite difficult to join an established one; it was a nice surprise,
therefore,  to receive Gaynor's very warm and friendly reply first thing the next
morning. With Gaynor's encouragement and all the information I needed about what to take,
the lunch arrangements (bring your own sandwiches, or a meal in the adjoining cafe) and the
directions I needed, I felt that it would be nice to visit this group and see the polymer clay
that would be on show. I have been making PC jewellery for over a year now but had not met
anyone else who had.
 With some apprehension we (my other half and I) left home at 7am from Yorkshire,
for the two and a half hour drive to Lichfield. Can you tell that I was desperate to meet
other clayers and see their work? As Geoff and I walked into the room a lady near the door
instantly welcomed us and offered us a coffee. Coffee in hand we met Gaynor, again with a
very warm welcome. As Geoff went to leave, she assured him that he would be most welcome
to stay reading the newspaper and relaxing in the lounge area at the end of the room.
I chatted to several girls, some new to the group and some very experienced clayers, it was
so nice to be able to share our interest, it was one of the things that I was most looking
forward to. There was much to see with displays of lovely jewellery, beautifully made in
wonderful colours. Dragons and animals and sweet little girls all dressed up. And then there
was the miniaturists: a table with the most amazing tiny, tiny plates of food, and a beautiful
dresser made by Allan; the workmanship was incredible.
 The AGM was short but very interesting with much information on how the web site
is now set up and updates on the membership arrangements. Allan, who organises the
Video/DVD library gave an up date and was very helpful when I borrowed 2 of the DVDs.
The coming years programme was also announced.
The afternoon was filled with mini workshops and demonstrations, making a pineapple, for
the miniaturists, and in the jewellery section with a mini workshop by Angela on Makume
Gane and then on the Skinner blend technique, she made it all look very easy. Bonnie was
mean while doing a mini workshop on her delightful little girls, and Rachel taught us how
to do the wire work needed to make a pair of earrings, and how to do those fiddly wire wraps
which look so good on pendants and earrings. My attempts were not very even but Rachel
assured me I will improve with practise.
 Penny from ClayAround.com had brought lots of lovely clay and bits and bobs with
her, it was so nice to be able to see the real colours and to put shades together in my hand
before buying, and I love my new 'Texture maker'. Thank you Penny.
Several more cups of coffee were drunk and a great deal of chatting went on before the
end of the afternoon and people started heading for home, many from quite long distances
like myself.
  I can now understand why Gaynor says if you come from Scotland, Cornwall, or
anywhere in between they will welcome you as a Midlander to their meetings.
I can say without a doubt that the Midlands Group and Gaynor kept her word when she
said (in her first e-mail to me) "you will be so very welcome". I was and so I signed up for
several classes.
 Thank you all for a lovely day.
        Sheila (a Midlander)
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